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Deu 7. xvii. 12. 


Ind the Man that will do 5 eſunipy- 
15% and will not Neri en un- 
to tbe Prieſt (that ſtandeth to 
miniſter there before the Lord 
thy God) or unto the Judge, even 
that Man ſhall die : and thou «ſhalt 


Hut away the Evil from Irae 
l ſions in the Jewiſh Church. The 
Context ſuppoſes it might ſo hap- 
l pen, that the * Elders, of Cries or Per- 
bus appointed to inſtruct the People in the 
_Powiedge of the, Law, and decide Contro⸗ | 
Feerſies, might e differ in the + Senſe and Inter- 
Ipretarion of it, or want Skill to determine 
me Cauſe or reſolve the Difficulry proj 95 


Jothem.” In which Caſes it was not 
| tir the People ſhould be left to their own 


7 on Ver, 
1 Miſp. 298 10. f. 2. G Not. Matien es 
1 A 2 Senti⸗ 


In OVISION was made in the 
Text I have choſen, to prevent Divi- 
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Sentiments, which might probably lead ti but a 
into dangerous Errours, and Breaches offeach 
Law; nor that every Elder, Doctour, 
Judge ſhould be ſuffered to define, inter 
and decide, as ſeemed beſt to his owa Judfand 
ment; ſince ſuch a Liberty could produfſþ 
nothing but continual + Strife and pu 
Confuſion. For which Reaſons when fi 
difficulties and difference of Opinion hapyd 
ed to ariſe, the Elders and Judges wered 
liged to refer them, if the leſſer Afembliyh: 
proved inſufficient, to the Judgment 
Deciſion of the great Sanhedrin, or Supre 
Court and Council of the Nation, conſiſt 
of the wiſeſt and moſt learned Men of i 
Levites and others in the Law of Moſes. *f 
there ariſe a Matter too hard for thee in Tudgm 
— thoa ſhalt ariſe, ſays the Context, and; 
thee up into the place which the Lord thy 


ſhall chooſe ;, and thou ſhalt come unto the Prill Se- 
the Levites, and unto the + Judge that ſhall 1 
in thoſe Days, and enquire; and they ſhall h Thi 


thee the Sentence of Judgment; which the Con 
ci] did by declaring the Tradition in ſuch 
ſes ; or, where that failed, by grounding thay 
Sentence on Concluſions drawn from th Fir 
Law of Moſes. And when ſuch 'Sentendſons 
was tap in Matters of great Important C 
the Elder or Elders who would not ſubmiſccou 


+4. 3-- Not. Maimon. 


CO 


I Ceccej. Not. in c. 1.6.6. * Ver. 8. 9. 1 
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V. | A Fiſtatimn SERMON. 5 
d thibut arrogantly and obſtinately continued to 
5 offheach and practice the contrary, or That 
Ir; which was agreeable to their own Opinion, 
rerpdvere to ſuffer * Death for their Preſumption 
Ind Diſobedience. As it is written, + Thos 
halt not decline from the Sentence which they ſhall 
ep thee, to the right hand nor to the left. And 
ht Men that will do preſumptuouſly, and will not 
rarken unto the Prieſt, or unto the Fudge, 
hat is, the Sanhedrin or Council, v. 9.) even 
u Man ſhall die: and thou ſhalt pat away the 
vil from Iſrael, | 5 
To apply this to the Stare of the Church, 
id the Government of it in the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, I ſhall ſhew ee 


HHirſt, That diverſity of Opinions will ariſe 
nd in relation to the Doctrines of Chriſt as 
$ well as of Moſes. : 
a Secondly, The proper Method to prevent 
the Conſequences of ſuch a diverſity. 
Thirdly, The Puniſhment they are worthy 
of, who will not ſubmit in Humility 
and Peace to the foreſaid Method. 


n ty Firf, I ſhall ſhew that diverſity of Opi- 
ntendions will ariſe in relation to the Doctrines 
ana Chriſt, as well as of Moſes. And firſt on 
1bmiccount of the Style of Scripture, which tho? 
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JI VET. 11, 12. e | 
a | | written 
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x 


written in a Language which a People. 1. 


- 


derſtand, yet in certain Paſſages may be ſy, 
je& to the Controverſies which ſometiqſah 
ariſe concerning the meaning of human Muti 
preſſions; and is yet more difficult in req ip 
of thoſe, a Education, . 4 
Cuſtoms are different. For the ſame Wa; 
are frequently uſed in different Senſes, ah Co 
the ſame Sentence will ſometimes admy = 
different Conſtructions ; the conſideratiom he. 
which may give an occaſion to variety u De 
Interpretations, and diverſity of Opidia an 
rounded upon them. And beſides tie-, 
iſputes may ariſe concerning the Ext 
and Obligation of Rules and Precepts of i 
Goſpel, which are ſometimes delivered 
general Terms, and ſometimes in particu, 
But ſecondly, the Corrupt ions of Meni 
another cauſe of diverſity of Sentiment 4 
Matters of Religion. And theſe may be Aubra. 
duc'd to rhe following Heads; ls, 
Firſt, Covetouſneſs. The deſire of Hayley 
neſs planted in all Men prompts the Genera. 
to reward thoſe with Temporal Bleſſia ne- 
who pretend to teach them in Sincerity e 
Truth the means of obtaining it. This wing 
poſition gives an occaſion to baſe Minds, thih;p. 
are ſet on the World, to contrive way A th 
- procuring an Intereſt in the Eſteem of ſuſejudi 
which not ſucceeding in the common M.__ 
thod of inſtructing their Brethren in the II. 2 
Qrine and Diſcipline of the Goſpel of hy | Ver. 
; : VU 
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e Which others may teach with more Under- 
e Wading and better Succeſs; They find fault 
tim hah eſtabliſned Doctrines, or approved Con- 
a Mutions; They pretend a Zeal for their 
egueighbour's Soul, whom they hope to draw 
1 We deſired Advantage from; and by con- 
Werming their Diſcourſes to the Weakneſſes 
». Corruptions of thoſe that hear them, they 
nk cry their point with the 1 and Un- 


oneble. There are many unruly and vain Tallers 


ty id Deceivers, ſays St. Paul, * eſpecially they of the 
mum iſion: whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtopped, who 
fert whole Houſes, teaching things which they 
xte wht not, for filthy lucrè s ſate. 6 
of ¶ A ſecond Cauſe are the Luſts of Men. For 
red hen once they are reſolved to gratify Theſe, 
Cuilthd yet would be thought to act upon juſt 
len ind reaſonable Principles, they diſcard the 
ent ud which will not be ſerviceable, and 
be ubrace Opinions that allow their Plea- 
res, and yet as they hope will guard their 
HaWepuration. There are certain Men crept in 


Ncrupares, ſays St. Jude, + who were before of old 


e BINFlained to this Condemnation, ungodly Men, turn- 
ity Why the Grace of our God into Laſciviouſne(s, and 
15 uin the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus 


E 


vayyA third Cauſe of variety of Opinions is 
ice and Envy. This was the Caſe of 
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ground of ſuch their Pretenſion may be lit 


Judgment, that the Doctrines they teach 
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ſame of the firſt of the Jewiſh Converts, whſ9g* 
long accuſtomed to the Rites and Inſtitution#%*: 
of their own Law, and bred in the Opinioſꝰ 

of the perpetuity of it to the Day of JudgÞ''8" 
ment, and envying St. Paul the Succeſs of hie 
Doctrine among the Gentiles, preacheſfud; 
the neceſſity of obſerving the Law togetheſ en, 
with Faith in Chriſt crucified ; and by thilo 
means deſtroyed the Goſpel which them Tbine 
felves pretended to believe and recommend t 
Certain Men, ſays St. Luke, * which came dame N 
from judea, taught the Brethren, and ſaid, exſ*) l 


cept ye be circumciſed after the manner of Moſegant 


je cannot be ſaved, whom St. Paul calls + fall% r 


Apoftles, deceitful Workers, transforming the "Sity 0 
6 Os ever 


the 


more than their boundleſs Ambition. The 
ſcorn to go in the Track of others, and canned 


endure, thro? a wrong Opinion of their owl e Ct 


be Au 
han m 
Threat 
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ſhould be ſcanned by thoſe, whom theſ 
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2 Cor. 11. 13. compared with v. 4. and Cal. 1. Wh 
p judge 


3 E 


A Viſitation SERMON. 9 


wididge inferiour to themſelves in Know- 
iondedge. Their great Aſſurance, or want 
nia Modeſty, paſſes with many for a ſure 
adgArgument of the goodneſs of the Cauſe 
Nhey are pleaſed to eſpouſe, and fo boldly de- 
held; and is a good reaſon to prevail with 
the len, who cannot ſubmit to the uneaſy Task 
chil looking and ſearching into the bottom of 
em hings. Thus they are advanced to the 
1Foſt they deſire, but not to the Honours of 
1-he wiſe and virtuous; for the Authority 
 exÞity have gained, being founded on the Ig- 
ofesorance and Weakneſſes of Men, is no glory 
But reproach to them; and they become the 
en iy or ſcorn of the diſcerning, which can 
Peer be ballanced with the vain Applauſes 
ion bf the blind and deluded. Diotrephes, fays 
chat John, * who loveth to have the preeminence 
ain ung them, receiveth us not. This proud El- 
heßer, who loved to be firſt in the Church of 
hy, oppos d with Contempt the Apoſtle of 
ren Thriſt, and rejected the Brethren recom- 
eſel ended by him, becauſe it is probable that 
efe . 
ittelde Doctrine they taught, was not conform- 
*hefÞÞle in every particular to his own Scheme; 
:ng$2d he caſt out thoſe from Communion with 
dune Church, who were more regardful of 
ach de Authority of Chriſt lodged in his Apoſtle, 
heſſtan moved with his vain and ill- grounded 
Threats. And St. Paul ſays of the Authours 
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and Publiſhers of falſe DoCtrines, * If, 


take up with the ſurface ot Things, and thi 


the Labours of others, that were hono 
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Iod 
cond 
WI 
3 


Man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whili 
Words, even the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chi 
and to the Doctrine which is according to Godlij 
he is proud, knowing nothing. 

Theſe which I have mentioned are ſq 
of the noted and obvious Cauſes of dive 
of Opinions in Matters of Religion, to whi 
may be added theſe few following, Want, 
Application, or impatience of Mind to ſa 
curiouſly and exactly into Things; The ly 


2 
Prom 


of Novelty, or deſire of ſtriking out {ot Fn 
thing new; An undecent undervaluing|, bas 
other Mens Talents; and a ſlowneſs to; Fich + 


prehend and determine aright in Ma 
of Religion, howſoever acute, and what 
ever Proficients they may otherwile bf 
Truths of a different and inferiour Nat 
With theſe Indiſpoſitions either Men q 


firſt Impreſſions, and believe themſeſſ 
wiſe without the drudgery of ſearching N. 
Kynowleage as for hid Treaſures ; F Or H * 
the Subſtance in perſuing the Shadows Few ed 
their own Imagination; Or reject the ha... 
their Underſtandings might receive ff p 


in their Times for the greatneſs of their 
lents, their Skill to uſe them, and the Gr 
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a God enlightning and conducting them: 
condemn That for Superſtition and Fan- 

Ch 
Aal which they cannot immediately and 
Hal iently diſcern thro' their flowneſs of 
to believe all that Chriſt, the Apoſtles, 
of Prophets have ſpoken. © 
"Mom what has been faid it evidently ap- 
rs, that ſo long as Truth is expreſſed in 
rds, there is probable Ground for diffe- 
ce in Judgment; and ſo long as the Vices 
[Paſſions of Men, with other defects and 
ders of Soul, are predominant in them, 
are certain Seeds of Diviſion and Strife, 
1 will bring forth their deadly and de- 
ive Fruits in their proper Seaſon. 
[ſhe Perſons moſt capable of diſturbing 
Peace and Unity ef the Church with 
Fiety of Opinions, are the Paſtours of it; 
boſe Profeſſion. obliging them to ſearch i in- 
the depths of the Oracles of God, have 
portunities thereby, if they be not ſub- 
ed and pur ified by Grace, to pervert 
ipture, and turn That which was ap- 
Inted to Life, to their own Deſtruction 
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E 
Me * to the Elders of the Church, ſbal 


Gab Diſciples after them. The Opinion con- 
red of their Learning, Iategrity, and due 
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the ruin of others. Of jour own ſelves, ſays 


s ariſe, ſpeaking perde j? > DIPS, to draw a- 
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Concern for the Welfare of the Chunilify 
whoſe Unity and Peace it is kindly hit i 
ſumed they would not deſtroy for tris / 
Reaſons, much leſs for groſs and pernichha t. 
Errours ; and the Authority they have guys Tr: 
ed with their reſpective Flocks, togethd Thi 
with their Pretenſions to the love of 'Trufffequer 
and a Zeal for God, and the Good of M 0l 
kind, put it in their power to ſpread th in 
Doctrines with the greater ſucceſs; ama Seco 
thoſe eſpecially, whoſe Minds are prepanſp hor 
thro? ſome hidden Corruption for Eri 47 
and Deluſion. For the Sins of the Peqſ Lo? 


are doubtleſs a cauſe of the Riſe and Niue: 
greſs of falſe Teachers, the Scripture aſiſuge 
ring us, that God deals with confirmed Sup the 
ners according to the ſtate and deſire qu th 
their Souls ; as for Inſtance, * when the Puſh of 
ple wept and murmured for Fleſh, he fad /b: 


them Quails that gratified their Luſt, b@ the 
ſpread Infection and Death thro* the Campſ#jb 

And in like manner when Men are abalput 
doned to the pleaſures of Senſe, their Mjaqer 

infected with the love of Novelty and i; the 
verſenels to the Truth, and their Conſciena ed. 
hardned with habitual ſinning, they, are there po 
conſigned, thro? the juſt Judgment of Wy b 
mighty God, to the hands of falſe and dQuret 
ſigning Teachers, Men according to thelrne « 
own Hearts, who will plead for the Sins al 


N Numb. 11. | I Dex 
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hunkſlify the Principles they practiſe and avow ; 


git is written, * For this cauſe God ſball ſend 
true frong deluſion, that they ſhould believe a Lie: 


nich they all might be damned who believed not 


> pale Truth, but had pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. 
gethy The proper Method to prevent the Con- 
Tru 


thehr in the | | 
uma Second Place. + If there ariſe a Matter 
epanſÞy hard for thee in Judgment, then ſhalt 
Eros ariſe, and get thee up into the place, which 
People Lord thy God ſhalt chooſe ; and thou ſhalt 


d Nine to the Prieſts the Levites, and unto the 
e allſſage that ſhall be in thoſe Days and enquire ; 
od Sid they [ball ſhew thee the Sentence of Judgment. 
fire u thou ſhalt do according to the Sentence which 


je Pally of that place (which the Lord ſhall chooſe) 
e fafſul ſhew thee, This was the Rule laid down 


t, bi the Law to preſerve Uniformity in the 
Cam Church, or at leaſt to baniſh public 


 abaÞputes and the Occaſions of them; the 


MiaQder or Teacher was to ſubmit his own 
and ig the Judgment of the Council or great 
ciendÞwbearin, and acquieſce in it. And what 
e thvre prudent and effectual Method van poſ- 
of My be taken to preſerve the Peace of the 
nd durch of Chriſt, and the Purity of Do- 
thaßrine committed to it? If Difficulties ariſe, or 
ns Al 3 


— 


"2 Theſſ. 2. 11, 12. 
1 Deut. 17. 8, 9, 10. | 
4 one 


quences of diverſity of Opinions in Mat- 
xs of Religion, is that which I ſhall conſi- 
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who muſt be conſulted to declare Law bil 
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one or more of the Doctours of the Churg O 
embrace Notions, and accordingly publitſ4s 
them apparently different from the eſtaſfenc 
bliſhed Doctrines, is it not juſt that in ſuchÞ l 
Caſes the Cauſe ſhould be referred to the 


Fathers of the Church, his Equals or Supe f H 


riours in Order and Authority, nor perhagf®* 


inferiour in any Accompliſhment ? For i th 


God's Grace, and the Knowledge of that 
Truth be preſumed in one, the ſame Gracf®** 
and the ſame Knowledge, at leaſt in kind ifs" 
not in degree, may alſo be ſuppoſed, till thb 


contrary plainly and undoubtedly appear, ue 
every Paſtour and Biſhop of the Church" 


For God's Grace is given to Men accordig Klic\ 
to their Wants, and moral Diſpoſitions: uf t 
the Wants are the ſame in the Paſtours df be 
the Church of the fame Order. From 
whence it will follow, that being alike Nut 
dorned with the common Virtues of therf"P< 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, they will be like Pate M 
takers of the ſame Grace and Knowledge df o 
the Truth, like Witneſſes of the Doctrine ) dt 
of the Goſpel (an allowance being made ft ana 


| 


Natural Talents) and on that account fit i.“. 


be appealed to in the important Matters ; ſk 
aur Chriſtian Faith. In Points of difficulij * 
the Learned Judges the Interpreters of ies; {C 
whom contending Parties ought to ſubmit i 


- notwithſtanding the Opinion of private Coun? & 


cil? And the like Courſe is equally neceſlar | Ver 
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hurdh other Profeſſions, where the power of 
ablilheaging is committed to choſen and. expe- 


ef, enced Perſons. And ſhall That be accoun- 
xd an unfit means to maintain Truth and 
ace in the Church, which is the eſtabliſh- 
Supef method of preſerving Juſtice in public So- 
.rhamſties, of promoting the End and Intereſt 
For the leſs, and the Order, Peace, and Re- 
Ff rhuation of them both. And This was in 
Gracht the practice of the Church at the very 
ind Þginning. For St. Lake tells us, that a 
ill th-Ppute aroſe in the Church of Antioch 
Ancerning Circumciſion, which ſome Con- 


Ar, u [ 
durch hat Jews would impoſe as neceſſary on the 


fleving Gentiles ; * Except ye be circumciſed, 

ga they, after 4 manner of Moſes, ye cau- 
urs off le ſaved. This ſort of Doctrine was 
Froubrmly/ oppoſed by Barnabas and Paul, who 
ike zÞantained the Truth and Liberty of the 
* therfÞoipel. But the concluſion was this, that 
e Pie Matter ſhould be referred to the Dect- 
dge f of the Apoſtles and Elders at Jeraſalem. 
I rin? determined, ſa ys I St. Luke, that Paul and 
ide fHhernabas, and certain other of them, ſhould go 
t fit of to Jeruſalem anto the Apoſtles and Elders 
ters Mat this Queſtion. St. Paul doubtleſs was 
ical ell ſatisfy d of the Truth of the Doctrine 
bad long taught, and was now defend- 


w buf | x 
of ifs; tor || He neither received it of Man, neither 
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Controverſies in Matters of Religion ; an 


proper means to preſerve Peace and Unity to 


to the chief Apoſtles, and then to the Chu 


X Gal. 2. 2. | 
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was he tanght it, but by the Revelation of Feld thi 
Chriſt. But to ſatisfy the Jews, as is veroun 
probable, who according to the Rule lt) 
down in the Law, had appealed to the Apem. 
ſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem, the only Shear 
hedrin that was now appointed to deteftninſes of 
e 


olp 


to adopt the Practice of the Jewyb Churd 
and ſet an Example to future Ages of t 


in the Chriſtian; and further, to procuterer 
public and authentic Teſtimony to the Triſſies, 
of the Doctrine he had taught the Gentile eff 
from Perſons guided by the ſame Spirit; an poll 
above all, to perform the Command he hes; 
received from God, to go tg Jeræſalem on thijjear 
occaſion, he ſubmitted The Controveſſſthe 
which was now on foot, and the Goſpel i Ar 
preached, to the Deciſion and Cenſure thou 
the Apoſtles and Elders aſſembled in Couffoſtle 
cil. *I went up, ſays he, by Revelation, Wprity 
communicated unto them that Goſpel, mic ſe der 
preach among the Gentiles, but privately to tig then 
which were of Reputation, leſt by any meanfilen 1 
ſhould run, or had run in vain. The good h, 


poſtle propoſed his Doctrine, firſt in priv 


aſſembled in Council. And this Example i 
afterwards followed both in + Eaſt and V 


f Tertull. de Jejun. c. 13. Enſeb. Lib. 5. c. 24,1 
Caves Hift. Lit. Vol. 2. p. 39, 65. 41. 
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f Je the next Age as well as the ſucceeding, 
is vergouncils meeting as Hereſies aroſe, or di- 
le lagrfity of Opinions, to condemn and ſuppreſs 
e Apjem. The Conſequence of which is, that 
ly Mearly and ready a concurrence of Chur- 
ermuhe of diſtant Countries in the ſame Practice, 
s either the effect of Concluſions drawn 
n a Precept of Chriſt laid down in the 
of thGoſpel ; or of Apoſtolic Tradition commit- 
Uni to the Biſhops of all Churches, for the 
xcuteer Government of their reſpective Dio- 
Trutffes, and the Church in general; or at leaſt, 
rentils effect of a general Senſe of the neceſſity 
t; af following the Apoſtles Example in like 
he lafples; for in ſuch Aſſemblies every Biſhop 
on thipeared as a Witneſs for his own Dioceſs, 
roverthe Doctrines received by Tradition from 
ſpel $ Anceſtours, and, for ought he knew, 
ſure thout any change from the Times of the 

ougſtles, (for we ſuppoſe them Men of In- 
on, rity and Conſcience,) and in what Senſe 
which ſe Scripture was interpreted and delivered 
to tifthem ; a Work eaſy in thoſe early Times, 
m2anfien the Helps were great, the Tradition 
ood Feb, and the Grace of God abounded in 
privife Church. To which Tradition the Fa- 
_hutfers appealed in their Diſputes with He- 
* ics ; Should a Diſpute ariſe about a ſmall 
d Wd | 
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Matter, ſays * Irenaus, ought we not to Witt 
recourſe to the moſt Ancient Churches which(bliſ 
Apoſtles converſed in, and receive That ſupp 


them which is certain aud clear in relation al 


the Point at preſent in aiſpute. And ag pivi 
he + ſays, that by this Method they pul Bu 


thoſe to ſhame, who either out of Self wil ß arc 


vain Glory, or for want of Underſtanding, p d 
by reaſon of a perverted and corrupt Mind, fuppe 
inferred Doctrines, otherwiſe than they oullgolc 
or held ſeparate and unlawful Aſſemblies. N re: 
if no ſuch Doctrines as were then advandhirct 


had been ever taught in the Chriſtqatio! 


Churches; or ſuch Interpretations neſſine 
given of the Sacred Writings ; or ſuch (ding 
nions never grounded on ſuch Interpmq firl 
tions, they might well conclude, that fad t. 
Doctrines and Interpretations were noÞmit 
fect of the Spirit of God, but a privare Wat 0 
rit; my meaning is this, if they could Ines, 
be reduced to the Analogy of Faith, or (kf 
0 VV IC ( 
* Quid enim ? & fi quibus de aliqu3 modica quz 7 F | 
ne diſceptatio effet, nonne oporteret in antiquifiina® in 
currere — in quibus Apoſtoli converſati ſum t of 
ab eis de 2 queſtigne ſumere quod certum the 
liquidum eſt. Lib. 3. c. 4. 4 for 
. Eam quam habet (ſci. Romæ fundata & cont 
Eccleſia ) ab Apoſtolis traditionem, & annunciatmpute 
minibus fidem, per ſucceſſiones Epiſcoporum pervalfarne 
tem uſq; ad nos indicantes, confundimus omnes eu, 
quoquomods vel per ſai placentiam malam, vel vanan i eſt 
am, vel per cacitatem & malam ſentent iam, præter as 70 
tradidh 


portet colligunt. Lib. 3. c. 3. 
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t to lifted the Doctrines already received and 
which ſabliſnhed in the Church. For it could not 
hat ſuppoſed that the Churches of God had 
elatim u always deſtitute of a neceſſary Branch 
nd agDivine Truth, or ſo ſoon could have loft 
ey pur But ſome may object, that the Chan- 
{f-wil are foul, and Truth is corrupted by its 
ding, q deſcent thro* many Generations; and 
lind, appeal to Synods in the preſent Age, is to 
hey oufgole Truth to the Cenſure of Men that 
ies. N ready to ſuppreſs it. But what if a 


advandhurch has caſt off the Traditions and Al- 


Chrilutions of Men, and reformed its Do- 


ns neſine by the Standard of Scripture, ac- 


uch 0 
1terpre 
that 
e no mit our own to the Doctrine and Judg- 
vate ut of the Churches of Chriſt in the purer 
ould ues, as preſerved and declared in their 


ling to the Senſe univerſally received in 
hrit and purer Ages of the Goſpel ? To 


, or apnfeſſion of Faith. Or put caſe, that there 


00 Church, but what is corrupted in cer- 
lick qu Particulars, yet to ſtand to their Deci- 
uiffinÞ in Points of Doctrine which are no 
ti fait of their preſent Corruptions, but be- 
erm Fed of old to be taught by the Apoſtles 
- confi found in their Writings, is to remit the 
nciatan pute to the Judgment and Deciſion of the 
a periearned and Judicious of the firſt Ages, who 


ene able Witneſſes of the Doctrines of their 


anan i 
ergasceſtours, and the cuſtomary Interpreta- 


6 of the Holy Scripture. Thus to pro- 
trade 1  — nounce 


d to the Deciſions of this Church, is to 


| 
| 
ö 
| 
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nounce Sentence upon modern Opinions,  w! 
lating to the Nature and Dignity of Chiitet 
according to the Creed compoſed and be 
proved in the Council of Nice, is not yfene 
poſing Popiſh Corruptions on the Mind 
Men for primitive Doctrines, but oppalight 
the Truth as taught and received in the fyſhem 
Ages to ſuch Opinions as are inconſiſtature 
with it. | Fitne 
The Text I have choſen ſhews it waſot 
Duty in the Jewiſh Church to refer thi Ti 
Diſputes to the Judgment of the Sanheipuld 
or Great Council; and the neceſſity or qs 
pediency of ſuch a method in the Churchqud , 
Chriſt was declared in the Practice of tithe 1 
Church of Aatioch, which ſubmitted iert 
Point which was then in diſpute to tlijell 
Judgment of the Apoltles and Elders at Above 
ruſalem; and the Command which was gt of 
ven by God himſelf to the Apoſtle of N tc 
Gentiles to go up to Jeraſalem on this r 
ſion, made it his Duty to ſubmit his Meſe 
ctrine to the ſame Authority. Since HMontr 
ſuch- like Diſputes would probably ariſe ferſor 
after- Generations, the like method could the 
no leſs uſeful for the Times to come tifirad; 
the firſt Age; and ſince old Opinions, wilay « 
were early condemned, are rep tea 
and propagated, what can be it 
to preſerve Peace, than to determine 
Point, that is controverted now, by . 
very Council which decided it wy | Se 
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ons, which conſiſted of Perſons venerable for 
* Chiiety, who could not be ſuppoſed to corrupt 
and ahe Truths received from their Anceſtours ; 
not ienera ble for their Learning, and on that 
Aindgcount acquainted with the Writings of the 
ppoiiottors of the Church in the Times before 
the hem, as well as skilled in the Holy Scri- 
onſiſiatures; venerable for Age, who could bear 
ritneſs from their own Knowledge to the 
w poctrines taught in their reſpective Dioceſſes 
er tin Time paſt, which the Memory of few 
:ahedgould reach but their own; and grave, ſe- 
7 orggious and judicious Men, that had Patience 
lurch fad Ability to penetrate to the bottom of 
of ie Things before them, and Courage to 
ted iert and maintain the Truth, they were 
to tell aſſured of; who were not removed 
s at Move two Ages and a little more from the 
was gat of the Apoſtles, and cannot be ſuppo- 
of id to have wanted the true and Apoſtolic 
is Doctrine of the Object of their Faith. To 
his eſe it becomes us to make our Appeal in 
de thiontroverſies relating to the Nature and 
ariſeFerſon of the Son of God, as able Witneſſes 
ouldÞi the mind of Scripture, and the common 
je tWiraditions and DoQrines of the Church. 
Way our own Church obliges its q Clergy 
revio teach nothing as Matter of Faith but 
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What is agreeable to the Holy Scriptureg hig 
and what Catholick Fathers and Ancient Bihe r 


Mops have deduced from them. 2 
Ihirdl/ and laſtly, I ſhall conſider the Puſae 
niſhment denounced againſt Thoſe, whyſes - 
will not fubmit in Humility and Peace uſuc 
the foreſaid Method of deciding Controvet chri 
fies. According to the Law the preſump fler. 
tuous Elder, which oppoſed his own to theft ! 
Judgment of the Sanhedrin, or Great Couns thoſe 
cil, was to be put to Death. The Mag ente 
* that will do preſumptuoufly, and will not heal ſuſale 
en unto the Prieſt (that ſtandeth to miniſis files 
there before the Lord thy God) or unto the Jud fand 
even that Man ſhall die. If he did not teach} 1h 
and encourage others to believe and pra rn 
Etiſe, or did not practiſe contrary himſelf u « 
the Judgment of the Council, he did nahe 
incur the Puniſhment of Death, notwith-Þ# 
ſtanding he retained his former Opinion; fo, 
the Peace of the Church being not broke i 
by diverſity of Opinions and difference i 
Practice, he was left to himfelf and theſe fa: 
Judge of all things, who knows the SecretsÞj#4gr 
of every Heart, and who they are, that ace e 
Objects of Mercy, or ripe for Juſtice. Bute L 
the proud Elder, who would not ſubmiſpiſob 


dom, was to ſuffer Death, that the Scandal © 
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ure night be removed, and others taught to 
t Bie modeſt and obedient, * Ever that Mag 
hol die: and thou ſhalt put away the Evil from 
e Pullfracl; and all the People ſhall hear and fear, 
wholad do no more preſamptuouſly. And ſo black 
de told heinous was this ſort of Sin in the 
over Chriſt ian Diſpenſation, a Diſpenſation of 
umpÞſercy, Pardon, and Peace, that the worſt 
o the Puniſhments was denounced againſt 
*oun-Ihoſe, who would not ſubmit to the 
Mam fentence of the Council aſſembled at Je- 
beartſalem ; that is, who preached to the Gen- 
iniſto us the neceſſity of Circumciſion, notwith- 
uch landing the contrary Deciſion of the Church; 
teach} Though we, ſays St. Paul of ſuch Teachers, 
pra. ar Angel from Heaven, preach any other Go- 
elf wh” unto you, let him be accurſed. As we ſaid 
d notre, ſo ſay I nom again, if any Man f any 
wither Goſpel unto you, than that ye have recet- 
| ; fate, let him be accurſed. He ſpeaks it twice, 
rokeaſÞ} ſhew the certainty of the Judgment he 
ace infſaounces. And again, in the ſame Epiſtle 
1 theſe ſays, || He that troubles you, ſhall bear his 
ecretiſugment, whoſoever he be: And, * I would they 
at auge even cut off which trouble you. For what 
gute Decrees without a power to puniſh the 
i1bmitPiobedient ? If Men will not, or cannot 
Wit 
-andal] 
* Ver. 12, 13. 
| Ga/ar. 1. 8, 9. 


Chap. 5. 10. | 
Ver. 12. compared with Ver. 2, 5, 11. 
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act upon ſuch Occaſions, the Cauſe wif 
devolve upon God alone, * who will douff 
leſs maintain his own Inſtitutions ; and it 
well for the Offender, if the weight of h 
Puniſhment do not encreaſe accordin 

the Power of him who inflifts it. If that 
all Controverſies in Matters of Religa f 
ought to be determined, as I have alreadf q 
ſhewn, by the joint Sentiments and conf” 

current Teſtimony of the Fathers of th 10 
Church, learned in the Doctrines of tha 11 
Chriſtian Profeſſion as grounded in 4 
pture, and received from their Predecdf” 
ſours; and if the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
which we are Members, ſtands to the Df 
ciſion of the firſt great and general Cou 
cil gathered at Nice, + the Firſt-fruits uf 
Glory of the Chriſtian Clergy, wh 
brought their Doctrine from every Quart 
of the known World; and that at a Ting p. 
when it cannot be ſuppoſed that the Tru b. 
could fail in the major part of the Chuf 


p 


l 


5 


urit 


any 
Th 


ches of Chriſt, and the Scars were frell 
of the laſt Per ſecution, a fiery Trial, thi, ; 
Providence ſends to refine the Soul, " ML 
eſtabliſh the Sufferers in the Grace of o ill 
and the Truth of Religion; I fay, if thc. 
Doctrine of our Church in relation to Chr | 


* Levit. 20. 4, 5. 1 
i Vit. Conſt, lib? *. 9. . 
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built upon this ancient and ſureſt Foun- 


ined in the DoCtrines of the Antients; 
Sith what reaſon ought we to adhere to 
If * s Orthodox Church, which endeavours 
ali. preſerve Uniformity and Peace by the 
k: Method which God himſelf preſcribed 
Ihe Jews, and which was afterwards a- 
ted in the Chriſtian Church, by the like 
#FaGice of the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
Perved and continued in after-Ages ? And 
edecb can we anſwer it to our own Souls, 
«>, $=g|ecting this ſtrong and univerſal Evi- 
1. Face, we follow the guidance of a private 
rit teaching and acting in oppoſition to 
its aVetrines approved and eſtabliſhed for fo 
any Generations? 


The Text ſuppoſes that Preſumption or 
* de Is the Cauſe of Died, oof pub- 

Tru Deciſions; from whence it appears, that 
Chu beſt Diſpoſition to maintain Truth, and 
e fre re the Reverence due to Superiours, 
. in Meetneſs of Spirit. For as the Pſalmiſt 
1 1155 * The Meek will he guide in Judgment, and 
0 N b Meek will he teach his way. The meek Man 
* mill not lean to his own Underſtanding, nor join 
Chl nſelf to thoſe || who deſpiſe Dominion, and 
n eat evil of Dignities; who firſt deſert the 
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26 A Viſitation SERMON. | 
Doctrines of the Church, and in conf 
quence of it fly in the face of the Fath 
of it. Whatſoever Perſwaſion he may 
wardly have of the Truth of a Dori 
contrary to that which is generally recein 
yet he is not forward to trouble the Chun 
by making it public, being not aſſured tig i 
the Knowledge of a Truth infers an Oh 
gation to publiſh it to the World, with 
the Evidences of a ſpecial Call. Af 
therefore he chooſes to uſe and improve 
as a private Talent, which he well know 
God may beſtow by the ſecret Operatuy 
of his Holy Spirit, on other Paſtours a 
Doctours of the Church as well as himſelf 
and by ſuch an inward and undiſcerne 
Progreſs prepare their Minds for the Ting 
of Enquiry, when the Cauſe of Tre 
may be publickly aſſerted with Approhii 
tion and Succeſs, and the Heats, Schiln 
and Scandal avoided, that are found ton 
tend unſeaſonable Attempts towards ' pulf 
lic Reformation. And by this Conduct! 
leaves the Buſineſs of Reforming and C 
recting in proper Hands, which God Mere 
intruſted with it; he does not uſurp the 
Office and Power he has no right t 
nor deſtroy Charity which unites and Ei, 

lies, on account ot Rporleage which WH 7 
haps may be found to puff up and 4 
itroy. And fince it appears that ther 
are other Vices belides Pride, that diſco 
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| conſe the Mind for diſcerning Truth or 
Fathichering to it, it is further neceſſary that 
nay ide Soul be purged from the Contagion of 
)oQriheſe, that ſerving God in Simplicity and 
eceingurity, and retaining Truth according to 


Chunde Light already received, and conform- 
ed tho its Behaviour to the meaſure of its 
n Otftowledge, it may thus be fitted for grea- 

r Accefſions of Divine Grace, and more 


with 
Aalted Talents; and be qualified to judge 


prove a Doctrine propoſed, from the Analo- 
knowy it bears to the Truths it has received 
deratijad been long accuſtomed to. For, ſays 
Is ahriſt, * If any Man will do God's Will, he 
umſelÞul know of the Doctrine whether it be of 
ſcernÞud, or whether I ſpeak of my ſelf. After 


> Tint 

Tru 
Pprol 
Schi 
d to a 
's pul 
luct! 


l, if there be any Difficulty that may 
t perplex us thro? the weakneſs of our 
lind, and the Sublimity of the Doctrines 
ropoſed to it, Let us wait with a patient 
id peaceable Spirit, till it pleaſe God to 
veal it to us: Or, in the Apoſtle's Style, 
If in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God 
d Cal reveal even this unto jou; nevertheleſs, 
od Miereto we have already attained, let us walk 
ral the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame thing. 
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